Comparison of colposcopy directed biopsies and cold knife conization in patients with abnormal cytology.
One hundred patients with abnormal cytology were evaluated by colposcopy, and histologic material was obtained by directed biopsies, cold knife conization and endocervical curettage. The colposcopy directed biopsies provided the diagnosis in 94 per cent of the patients, and the colposcopic impression was accurate in 89 per cent of the patients. Cold knife conization was performed in 98 patients, since two patients had invasive carcinoma on colposcopic directed biopsy. In 75 patients, the histopathologic finding on cone biopsy was in complete agreement with the directed biopsies. In 11 patients, the directed biopsies were a degree higher than on cone biopsy, and in six patients the histopathologic findings were a degree lower. In six patients the colposcopic directed biopsies missed the diagnosis of dysplasia. No patients with carcinoma in situ or invasive carcinoma were missed by the colposcopic directed biopsies.